CHAPTER X
THE KHORASMIANS
THE Temple of the East and the Temple of the West were
inseparably bound up with each other* Nothing that affected
one part of the Order could fail to have its reaction upon the
other, but the actions of the Templars in Europe had little
direct influence upon the Temple in Asia, whereas any failure
of the brethren in the Holy Land reverberated throughout
Christendom. After the defeat of the Fifth Crusade, strong
criticisms were made against the Temple in Europe as well
as in the East. The Order had performed many outstanding
exploits in the expedition, but the responsibility for the
failure was laid upon the Templars and the Hospitallers*
Cardinal Pelagius, whatever his own feelings, could not have
refused the terms offered at Mansourah by the Sultan if he
had not been supported by the military Orders. Had these
terms been accepted most of the Holy Land would have been
in the possession of the Christians.
Part of the abuse was, however, reserved for the Emperor
Frederick. It was believed that had he kept his vow to lead
an army to Egypt, Cairo would have fallen, and Frederick
was condemned by most of Christendom for his long inaction.
The Emperor repeated his willingness to engage in the holy
war, and undertook to sail with an army in the autumn of
1227 and to remain in the East for two years unless the
Holy Land had been captured before that time. The
Emperor did indeed leave Europe with his army (September,
1227), but though his followers sailed to Acre, Frederick
turned back after three days at sea. He pleaded illness as
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